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Temporary road closures for 
events on Council roads 
policy 
 

1. Purpose 
The purpose of this policy is to establish guidelines for temporary road closures on Council 
managed roads within the City of Tea Tree Gully.  
 
This policy outlines the conditions that must be met by the applicant(s), for Council to 
consider an application  to temporarily close roads for events, not initiated by the Council. 

 

2. Policy 
From time to time, Council receives requests to close a road  to hold an event on a public 
road.  
 
Council acknowledges that events can deliver social, economic and cultural benefits,  
therefore Council will consider and approve temporary road closures, but not to the extent 
that direct costs of establishing the road closure are funded by the broader community 
(excluding any community grant that may be provided by Council).  
 
At least two weeks before the event, Council must notify: 
a. The Commissioner of Highways 
b. The Commissioner of Police 
c. SA Metropolitan Fire Service 
d. SA Country Fire Service 
e. SA State Emergency Service 
f. SA Ambulance Service 
g. Public Transport Services Division of the Department for Infrastructure and Transport  

 
Applications for a temporary road closure may be approved by the CEO subject to the 
following conditions: 
a. Applicants arranging for a road closure should meet the associated costs. 
b. The application to temporarily close a road to facilitate an event is received by Council 

at least one month prior to the proposed event. 
c. All traffic control devices must be installed in accordance with Traffic Management 

Plans prepared by a person who in the opinion of the Council, has an appropriate level 
of knowledge and experience in the preparation of Traffic Management Plans. 

d. An Event Management Plan (where required) must comply with the requirements of 
regulation 6 of the Road Traffic (Miscellaneous) Regulations 2014. 

e. The applicant must provide evidence that the event is supported by at least 75% of the 
owners and occupiers of properties affected by the closure (at the discretion of the 
CEO). 

f. The applicant must provide evidence of public liability insurance to a level that is 
consistent with advice supplied by Council’s insurers and thus indemnifying Council 
from any claims that may arise from the event. 
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g. At least two clear days before the event, the Council must, at the cost of the applicant, 
advertise the event as prescribed in the Road Traffic(Miscellaneous) Regulations 2014. 

h. Where the event requires intervention by the Department for Infrastructure and 
Transport to ensure the safe and efficient management of traffic, Council or the event 
organiser must notify the Traffic Management Centre at least 15 minutes before the 
event and immediately on completion of the need for such intervention. 

i. Liquor Licence applications will be managed in accordance with Council’s Liquor 
Licence Application Management Policy and 
a. The road is left free from obstructions and litter 
b. Any damage to Council property must be reported to Council and the applicant may 

be liable for any damage to Council property arising from the event 
c. Any other reasonable condition(s) deemed appropriate by the CEO. 

 
Any applications that fall outside of the above mentioned criteria may be refused by the 
CEO or referred to Council for further consideration. 
 
In addition to road closures, the Minister has also delegated to Council the power to make 
orders directing that persons taking part in the event be exempted from some road rules 
(eg pedestrian behaviour),  subject to obtaining the prior approval of the Commissioner for 
Police. 
 

3. Definitions 
For the purposes of this policy the following definitions apply: 
 
Event 
An organised sporting, recreational, political, artistic, cultural or other activity, and includes 
a street party. 
 

4. Legislative framework 
4.1. Reference to legislation 

There is no legislative requirement for Council to have a policy relating to this area.  
 
The following legislation applies to this policy: 

 
The Road Traffic Act 1961 
Section 33 of the Act confers power upon the Minister to close any road (or part of a road) 
for the purposes of an event and to exempt persons from compliance with prescribed road 
laws in relation to the event.  
 
Under clause G of the Minister’s “Instrument of General Approval and Delegation to Council 
– Use of Traffic Control Devices, Road Closure and Granting of Exemptions for Events” 
dated 22 August 2013, the Minister has delegated this power to Council and in turn Council 
has sub delegated the power to the Chief Executive Officer. 
 
The Road Traffic (Miscellaneous) Regulations 2014 
Part 2, Division 2 of the Regulations relate to the relevant requirements for a road closure. 
The Regulations contain the requirements for: 
a. Event Management Plans (including consultation) 
b. Advertisements 
c. Information to be kept available by Council 
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4.2. Other references 
Council’s document including: 
a) Fees and Charges Register 
b) Liquor Licensing Application Management Policy 

 
External document including: 
a) Australian Road Rules 
b) Road Traffic Act 1961 
c) Road Traffic (Miscellaneous) Regulations 2014 
d) Minister’s “Instrument of General Approval and Delegation to Council – Use of Traffic 

Control Devices, Road Closure and Granting of Exemptions for Events” 
e) Guidelines for Approving Events on SA Roads (Government of South Australia) 
f) Australian Standard AS1742 – Manual of uniform traffic control devices 
 

5. Strategic Plan 2030 
5.1. Strategic objectives 

The following strategic objectives and aspirations in Council’s Strategic Plan 2030 are the 
most relevant to this report:  
 
 Strategic Objective Comments 

1. Our Community 
We create opportunities for people 
to connect with one another 
and to their local community. 

 

1.1. Our programs, events and services 
are accessible, inclusive and 
adaptable to meet community 
needs. 

Events may deliver social, economic and 
cultural benefits. 

1.2. Diversity is welcomed and 
celebrated. 

Events attract people encompassing a 
range of characteristics and backgrounds.  
Meeting people that think differently may 
lead to more meaningful or memorable 
connections 

1.3. People feel a sense of belonging, 
inclusion and connection. 

1.4. The safety and wellbeing of our 
community is a priority. 

The application process and conditions 
contained within the policy assists with 
planning a safe event.  

5. Our Leadership 
We are trusted to make good 
decisions that are in the best 
interest of our community. 

 

5.4. Our planning and decision making is 
evidence based, consistent and 
focused on outcomes for the future. 

The policy incorporates approvals with 
conditions and record keeping practices, 
supporting consistent and accountable 
decision-making. 

 
5.2. Organisation Plan 

Our Strategic Plan is supported by an Organisation Plan which focuses on four key themes 
of customer care, trust, teamwork and growth. The key theme most relevant to this policy is 
Customer Care. 
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6. Policy Implementation 
 
This Policy will be implemented by the Chief Executive Officer or relevant portfolio General 
Manager and managed in accordance with Council’s scheme of delegations. 
 

 
 
 
 
Record number D26/12036 

Responsible Manager Manager Technical & Engineering Services  
Manager Customer & Communications 

Other key internal 
stakeholders 

General Manager City Operations 

Last reviewed 20 May 2026 

Adoption reference Governance and Policy Committee 

Resolution number 114 

Previous review dates 25/07/22, 16/10/19, 18/01/17, 10/12/13, 19/01/10, 10/10/06, 
25/02/03, 13/03/01 

Legal requirement Nil 

Due date next review 2030 

Delegations Y 
 


