
Christmas lighting tips & tricks
Before you begin decorating your home exterior, begin by working out a plan as to the type of look you 
would like to achieve. Would you like to create a classic/traditional look through decorating with warm 
white lighting? Or would you like to achieve a fun, colourful mix of multicolours. What type of christmas 
lights would you like to hang? These could be twinkle, static, icicles, festoon, etc. 

Consider working with up lighting through flood and spot lights. These types of lights can come in a range 
of white or colour changing options. Featured up lighting assists in lighting tall and hard to access trees, 
shrubs and hard exteriors. No matter how simple or over the top you would like to style your exterior – it 
always helps to begin with a plan. 

Once you’ve planned what type of look you want to achieve, remember to: 
• Ensure all electricals are specificed for outdoor use.
• Always install your lights with the set plugged in and switched on as this allows you to preview your 

work as you go, and ensure that you have not completed a full install of fairy lights only to realise the 
lights are not working.

• Start with the highest point and work your way from side-to-side and then down when adding Christmas 
lights to the exterior of your house.

• Work with a partner when hanging Christmas lights. This will ensure safety when you are working on a 
ladder as well as assisting by having another person working on the ground as a spotter while you are on 
the ladder.

• Create a dynamic display by selecting specific areas to feature moving and twinkling lights. Be selective 
and try not to overpower with too many crazy moving lights.

Don’t string lights or leads on or near overhead 
powerlines, including the connection to  

your house

Don’t overcrowd powerpoints or
use double-adaptors

Don’t alter or modify light kits

Don’t use indoor lights outdoors

Don’t string lights around wet areas
such as swimming pools

Don’t put a ladder on an unstable surface

Do make electrical safety your first priority

Do check old lights for faults or frayed cords

Do buy Australian-compliant lights and
always follow the manufacturer’s instructions

Do use low voltage lights and quality
power board for multiple plugs

Do keep lights, powerpoints and
adaptors out of reach of children

Do switch off lights before going to bed
or leaving the house

DO DON’T

C H R I S T M A S

Light Trail


