
 

 

 

 

 
REPORT FOR 
 
 
 

 
CONFIDENTIAL MEETING OF COUNCIL 
 
 
 

 MEETING DATE 
 

12 DECEMBER 2023 

 

RECORD NO: D23/99018  
REPORT OF: CORPORATE SERVICES 
TITLE: 2024 CITY OF TEA TREE GULLY AUSTRALIA DAY AWARDS 

 
1. That pursuant to Section 90(2) of the Local Government Act, 1999 the Council orders that the 

public (except staff on duty) be excluded from the meeting to enable discussion on the 2024 
City of Tea Tree Gully Australia Day Awards. 

 
2. That the Council is satisfied that pursuant to section 90(3) o of the Local Government Act 

1999, the information be received, discussed or considered in relation to this item is: 
 information relating to a proposed award recipient before the presentation of the 

award. . 
o on the basis that it details proposed award recipients before the Australia Day 

Ceremony and that it should not be released outside the official ceremony that 
recognises their contribution to the City. 

 
3. In addition, the disclosure of this information would, on balance, be contrary to the public 

interest. The public interest in the public access to the meeting has been balanced against 
the public interest in the continued non-disclosure of the information. The benefit to the 
public at large resulting from withholding the information outweighs the benefit to it of 
disclosure of the information. The Council is satisfied that the principle that the meeting be 
conducted in a place open to the public has been outweighed in the circumstances on the 
basis that that this information should not be disclosed before the official Australia Day 
ceremony. 

 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 
PURPOSE 
 
To consider the nominations for the 2024 City of Tea Tree Gully Australia Day Awards 
with the view to selecting the winner(s).   
 
 
RECOMMENDATION 
  
It is suggested that the following be dealt with as two separate resolutions and suspending 
formal Council meeting procedures to allow free and open discussion. 
 
1. 2024 City of Tea Tree Gully Outstanding Citizen Award 
 

That Council awards the City of Tea Tree Gully's 2024 Outstanding Citizen Award 
to [INSERT NAME]. 

 
2.  2024 City of Tea Tree Gully Outstanding Community Group Award 
 

That Council awards the City of Tea Tree Gully's 2024 Outstanding Community 
Group Award to [INSERT NAME OF GROUP]. 

 



 

 

RETENTION OF CONFIDENTIAL DOCUMENTS 
 
1. That having considered the agenda item titled “ 2024 City of Tea Tree Gully 

Australia Day Awards” and dated 12 December 2023 in confidence under section 
90(2) & (3) o and Section 91(7) of the Local Government Act 1999: 
 information relating to a proposed award recipient before the presentation 

of the award. 
the Council pursuant to section 91(7) of the Act orders that the report, 
attachments and minutes relevant to this item be retained in confidence until   
the award winners are publicly announced on Australia Day 2024 or until the 
Council resolves otherwise, whichever occurs first. 
 

2. That Council gives the power pursuant to Section 91 of the Local Government Act 
1999 to the Chief Executive Officer to revoke the order made under Section 91 (7) 
of the Local Government Act 1999 subject to the Chief Executive Officer 
consulting with the Mayor and reporting to the Elected Members of the 
revocation. 

  



 

 

  

1. BACKGROUND 
 
Each year the City of Tea Tree Gully calls for nominations for Council's annual 
Australia Day Awards. The winners of the 2023 awards were: 
 
 Outstanding Citizen: Colleen Bennett 
 Outstanding Community Group: Tea Tree Gully's Community Men's Shed 

Women's Group 
 
Categories for the 2024 awards are: 
 
1.  City of Tea Tree Gully Outstanding Citizen 
 

This award recognises individuals for their: 
 
 Contribution to the community including significant individual voluntary 

contribution to our local community over the past 12 months and/or 
outstanding service to our local community over a number of years 

 
OR 

 
 Individual sporting achievements over the past 12 months and/or over a 

number of years. 
 
2.  City of Tea Tree Gully Outstanding Community Group 
 

This award recognises community groups and/or sporting clubs for their: 
 
 Contribution to the community including significant and beneficial voluntary 

contribution to our local community over the past 12 months and/or 
outstanding service to our local community over a number of years 

 
OR 

 
 Outstanding group sporting achievements over the past 12 months and/or 

over a number of years. 
 
A copy of the Nomination Form and the eligibility criteria for the awards can be found 
in Attachment 1 and 2. 

 
  



 

 

2. DISCUSSION 
 

A total of 26 nominations were received across the two categories. There is 13 
nominations for the Outstanding Citizen of the Year and 6 nominations for 
Outstanding Community Group of the Year Awards. A few nominations from both 
Outstanding Citizen of the Year and Outstanding Community Group received multiple 
nominations. 
  
A summary of the nominations can be found in Attachment 3, with the original 
(unedited) submissions provided the Hub. 
 
Please note, the information contained in the submissions made by the nominators 
have not been factually verified. 
 
The nominees for the 2024 Tea Tree Gully Australia Day Awards are: 
 
Outstanding Citizen of the Year 
 Owen Hughes 
 Craig Mousley 
 Jayden Bradbrook 
 Christine Adams 
 Neville Flounders 
 Rachael Hogarth 
 Joss Adele 
 Megan Williams 
 Maris Esots 
 Janice Esots 
 Stephen Field 
 Giuseppe (Joe) Petruzzella 
 Montanah Wilson 
 
Outstanding Community Group of the Year 
 Ridgehaven Calisthenics Club 
 Technology for Ageing & Disability SA (TADSA) 
 Tea Tree Gully Knit4Charities 
 Blitz FCD Studios 
 North East Foothill Hounds & Co 
 Tea Tree Gully Writers Group 

 
3. FINANCIAL 

 
All expenses related to the administration of the 2024 Australia Awards program and 
the conduct of the 2024 Citizenship and Australia Day Awards ceremony can be met 
using the allocated budget. 
 



 

 

Council has been successful in securing $10,000 ex GST in funding through the 
Australia Day 2024 Community Events Grants Program for the conduct of the 2024 
Australia Day Citizenship and Awards Ceremony. The funding will be used to fund 
operational and catering costs for the event and reduce the cost to Council. 
 

4. STRATEGIC OBJECTIVES 
 

Strategic Plan 
 
The following strategic objectives in Council’s Strategic Plan 2025 are the most 
relevant to this report: 
 

Objective  Comments 
Community 

People feel a sense of belonging, inclusion 
and connection with the City and the 
community 

Australia Day Award nominees are 
valued by the community and by giving 
back, the nominees are able to connect 
with the City and the community. 

Diversity is welcome and celebrated 
Nominations are open to all and come 
from a wide variety of Cultural and 
economic backgrounds. 

There are opportunities for people to 
volunteer, give back and share their skills 
with others 

Nominations are based on the 
contribution groups and individuals 
make within our community. 

Economy 

People are supported to develop their 
leadership and employment capabilities 

Awards nominators are recognising 
leadership qualities in the persons and 
groups they are nominating. 

Places 
Opportunities exist to express and 
experience art and culture  

Nominees contribute positively to our 
community and our culture. 

 
5. LEGAL 

 
The information provided by the nominators has been provided in good faith for the 
purposes of assessing nominations for each award category. This information is 
confidential and should not be shared. 
 

6. RISK – IDENTIFICATION AND MITIGATION 
 
There is a risk that the chosen winner(s) are notified prior to the ceremony, hence this 
report and the decisions of Council will remain confidential until award winners are 
publicly announced on Australia Day 2024. 
 



 

 

As the information contained in the submissions made by the nominators have not 
been factually verified, there is a risk that the claims put forward may be overstated, 
misleading or untrue. 
 
It is recommended that in order to have a discussion that is not restricted by meeting 
procedures and regulations, that meeting procedures be suspended for a set period of 
time to allow discussion between Elected Members regarding the details and merits of 
individual nominations. 
 
Once this detailed discussion occurs, it is recommended that the Council meeting 
resume in order to debate the matter and nominate the preferred award recipient(s). 
 
It is also proposed that each award be considered individually as separate motions to 
allow for debate on the merits of each award category. 
 

7. ACCESS AND INCLUSION 
 
The City of Tea Tree Gully Australia Day Awards program aligns with Theme 1- 
inclusive communities for all, providing an opportunity to acknowledge and celebrate 
the achievements and community contribution of individuals and groups of all 
abilities and cultural backgrounds within our City. 

 
8. SOCIAL AND COMMUNITY IMPACT 

 
Council has always valued the passion and commitment of its community and has for 
many years acknowledged and celebrated this through the presentation of the annual 
City of Tea Tree Gully Australia Day Awards. 
 
The award recipients are nominated by their peers for the positive impact they've had 
on their local community and are formally acknowledged as part of Council's 
Australia Day Citizenship and Awards Ceremony. 

 
9. PEOPLE AND WORK PLANS  

 
The recommendations within this report and the conduct of the Australia Day 
Citizenship and Awards Ceremony has been programmed into staff work plans. 
 

10. COMMUNITY AND STAKEHOLDER ENGAGEMENT 
 
The call for nominations for the 2024 City of Tea Tree Gully Australia Day Awards was 
promoted through a variety of communications channels, including social media, 
Council's e-newsletter, website, digital signage, and the Gully Grapevine. 
 
All nominees and nominators have been invited to the awards ceremony.  

  



 

 

11. COMMUNICATIONS OF COUNCIL DECISION 
 
The operational impacts of Council's decision are minimal. The award winner(s) will 
be announced at the 2024 Australia Day Citizenship and Awards Ceremony, they will 
be recognised through Council's communication channels and added to the honour 
boards in the Civic Centre after the Australia Day Ceremony. 
 

12. INTERNAL REPORT CONSULTATION 
 
N/A 

 
Attachments  
 

1.  2024 Australia Day Awards - Nomination Form 
2.  2024 Australia Day Awards Eligibility Criteria 
3.  2024 Australia Day Awards - Summary of Nominations 
4.  2024 Australia Day Awards - List of Nominees - 2014 to 2024 
5.  2024 Australia Day Awards - Outstanding Citizen 
6.  2024 Australia Day Awards - Outstanding Community Group 

       
 
 
Report Authorisers 
 

Freyja Stevens 
  

Events Officer 8397 7304  

Luke Edginton 
  

Lead - Events 8397 7282   

Olivia Harvey 
  

Manager Customer and Communications 8397 7397   

Leisha Bond 
  

General Manager Corporate Services 8397 7222   
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